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Lisa F i s h m a n
Abundance
You say p e r h a p s  b i rch  t r e e s
tmclose  t h e  c l e a r i n g  w e  have  in mind ;  I say c a r t w h e e l s  
t u r n  ove r  l ike  stars,  l ike  t h e  tops  of b lue  houses  on f i re 
or  l ong  ha i r  s t r e a m i n g  b e h i n d  bi rds  on t h e i r  w ay  to nest .  
Lately t h e y ’ve been  s w o o p i n g  d o w n  on p e o p l e s ’ heads  
in San Francisco,  
d e s p e r a t e  for lack of brush  or  t rees .
Have w e  c o m e  yet  to t h e  c l e a r i n g
of odd l i gh t  t ha t  equ i vo ca t e s  t h e  past  and  p r e sen t ,  say, 
or  be l i e f  and  desi re?
If t h e  l a t t e r  t w o  c o m e  d o w n  to t h e  s ame  t h i ng ,  I mus t  
tel l  you
I r ode  a s i lver  b icyc l e  today,  I b o u g h t  g roce r i e s .
Later  in my  car  I ran over  a bi rd s i t t i n g  in t h e  road.  T h e  
l igh t  was  g r e e n  
but  I wo u l d  have  s t op p ed  had I seen  t h e  bi rd 
o n e  s econd  before .  Spl i t  
thi s  i m a g e  ( the  g r e e n  l ight )  i n t o  hours ,  
days,  t h e  b e g i n n i n g
of m o r e  h ou r s  and  days,  but  s top at t h e  p l u m b  l ine  fa l l ing 
s t r a i gh t
d o w n  t h e  wal l  f rom w h i c h  t h e  m i n d  descends :  for 
i n s t a n c e  and 
for i n s t a n ce  . . .  If w e  see  f u r t h e r
in to  t h e  past  it c o n t r a d i c t s  de s i r ed  fo r wa rd  m o t i o n — but  
w h o  wou l d  d i sbe l i eve
C u t B a n k
in claims to see w h a t  h a s n ’t h a p p e n e d  yet? Im ag ine  
be liev ing
tha t  h u m an  hair  a round  th e  fruit  t rees  
would keep  s a l t - to n g u e d  d e e r  on th e  ou tsk i r t s  
of the  orchard ,  tha t  th e y  would  take  th e  sCent of a t h i n g  
for th e  t h i n g  itself. That su m m e r  w e  had o n e  p lum t r e e  
left,
so m uch  sw ee t  bark c h e w e d  d o w n  to a lmost  n o th in g .  
W e  go t  the  ha i r  from beau ty  shops in to w n  
and from th e  school bus I saw auburn ,  
b londe and  b r u n e t t e  tresses m a t t e d  on th e  g round .  The  
t ru th  is I did no t  w o n d e r  w h ich  
w om en  w ere  parrly  w o u n d  a round  our  trees,  it was  too 
hot, if you r e m e m b e r — 
th e  hea t  r id in g  waves  of s w e l t e r in g  l igh t  
all s u m m er  and all fall and th e  asparagus  
g r o w in g  wild, g r o w i n g  all th e  way to seed.
C u t B a n k
